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seemed monstrous, that after reconvalescence Mr. GandH
should be taken back to prison. The whole of India from one
end to another echoed to the cry for setting free the Mahatma.
The new Legisktive Assembly met and was opened by Lord
Reading in a speech full of menaces and exhortations, but
containing not a single reference to Mr. Gandhi. Yet within a
week, and on the morning itself of the day on which the Assem-
bly was to debate a private motion for the release of Mr. Gandhi
(February 5th), he was set free: Lord Reading thus deliberately
avoiding either a graceful announcement in his opening speech
or an equally graceful deference to the Assembly's wishes. Mis-
guided enough to think that either would be construed as a sign
of "weakness" and as bowing before the advent of the Swarajists
in the Legislature, he did not see that by his policy he was only
strengthening this party in their loudly voiced conviction that
the MacDonald Government differed in nothing from the
Tory Government it had superseded and that the Indian
Legislatures under the Montagu Reforms were only meant as
a sham. Within a few days (February 8th) the leader of the
Swaraj Part}7 in the Assembly, Pandit Motilal Nehru, moved,
and the Legislative Assembly carried by an overwhelming
majority, the following resolution: "This Assembly recom-
mends to the Governor-General-in-Council to take steps to
have the Government of India Act revised with a view to
establish full responsible government for India, and for the said
purpose: (a) to summon at an early date representatives to a
Round Table Conference to recommend, with due regard for
the protection of the rights and interests of the important
minorities, a constitution for India; and (b) after dissolving the
Central Legislature, to place the said scheme before a newly
elected Indian Legislature, and submit the same to the British
Parliament to be embodied in a statute."

Lord Reading's Government, of course, unceremoniously
turned this "recommendation" down: with what statesman-